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From the Director 

From its inception, the Catherine McAuley Center has lived its mission by 
meeting the needs of our time. From a small donated building on stilts to a 
repurposed convent, CMC has created a place of welcome, where people have the 
safety to learn and grow. 

As the organization has adapted to meet these growing needs, we have faced the 
questions of expansion and sustainability. The critical services that offer hope and 
opportunity must be available to all who seek a better life. Thus, we are committed 
to engaging people across our community as we work together for an inclusive 
community. 

A community of support does not happen by accident, however. It takes the 
mutual dedication of staff, clients, and community to create lasting change. 

What will our new Place of Welcome look like? People greeting people, learning, 
laughing, discovering and embracing opportunities.

Every day, we see the need, and we know that meeting it is our most important 
work, just as Catherine McAuley did in the 1800s when she enlisted many 
courageous women, the Sisters of Mercy, to serve alongside her and beyond. 

Extending mercy, recognizing the dignity of every individual through 
compassionate service, we invite you to help CMC continue its history of service 
in a place that will not only impact lives today, but into the future.

Paula Land, 
Executive Director

“ We have a rich history of
supporting immigrants and 
refugees in this community, 
and we continue to do that. The 
outreach that this Center provides 
is essential to that effort.”

–  Steve Ovel, 
A Place of Welcome 
Campaign Co-chair
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CMC moves to current location, 
a repurposed convent, and 
grows services to offer English 
as a Second Language to both 
men and women

Transitional Housing 
Program increases depth 
and scope of supportive 
services beyond meeting 
basic needs

To address space constraints, CMC partners to offer 
three off-site locations for learning

Hiawatha Library
St. Jude Catholic Church
Seventh-day Adventist Church

Education Program experiences average  
10% increase in students year-over-year

Addressing needs beyond 
education, CMC opens 
food pantry and hires 
Immigrant/Refugee 
Coordinator

Today, a team of 11 assist immigrants and refugees 
with resettlement, employment, and connecting to 
community resources

Sisters of Mercy identified 
transitional housing for women 
and adult basic education as 
greatest unmet needs

CMC opens 
its doors
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