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Embracing the Future

A comprehensive strategic planning process and 
in-depth task force assessment found that acquiring 
more space is critical for the Catherine McAuley 
Center to move forward. 

More than 35 existing properties and a new building 
concept were evaluated as potential new homes 
for the Center. The task force concluded that 
purchasing an existing building was the best choice 
— specifically, the building at 1220 Fifth Ave. SE. 

By purchasing an existing building, the Center 
avoids the higher cost of constructing a new building 
or adding on to an outdated one. The new building 
increases space from the former 8,724 square feet to 
32,802 square feet and increases the number 
of people we can serve. In addition, the facility is 
accessible for people with disabilities.

COST BREAKDOWN

Projected Total Cost: $5 million

$1,675,000  Purchase of building$    

$    175,000   Property purchase and 
pre-development 

$2,215,000  Construction and  renovation 

$1,000,000  Endowment 

$    430,000  Professional fees

$5,495,000
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Private Study Rooms
Former:  Of 19 total study 
spaces, only four are 
private study rooms. The 
rest are in high-traffic, noisy 
areas 
New: 30 private or semi-
private study spaces

Donations Sorting
Former:  Limited storage in 
basement necessitates hauling 
donated supplies and food up 
and down the stairs
New:  Adequate storage with easy 
access from alley on same level

Computer Lab
Former:  Computer lab is 
a noisy, small space in 
main education room
New:  Separate 
classroom for focused 
computer learning and 
instruction

Childcare
Former:  Due to growth in services, we no 

COURT YARD

longer have designated child care space
New:  Childcare room allows parents to 
learn in a study room while children are 
supervised in a child-friendly setting

Flexible Classroom Space
Former:  Educational services are limited to 
small groups because there is no space for 
large group instruction
New:  Flexible classrooms will allow for new 
group learning opportunities! 

Accessibility
Former: Stairs exclude 
those with disabilities 
from accessing services or 
volunteering
New:  Facility offers an 
elevator and is ADA 
accessible

Adult Basic  
Education Office
Former:  Education staff 
share one office in open, 
high traffic area
New:  Additional workspace 
will allow Education staff to 
work more creatively and 
collaboratively on program 
development 

Refugee & Immigrant 
Services Office 
Former: Refugee & 
Immigrant Services staff 
work out of converted 
storage areas in basement
New:  Separate offices 
shared by two team 
members allows staff to 
serve clients with privacy 
and dignity

Community Gathering Space
Former:  Board of Directors and 
community providers must find 
off-site locations for meetings
New:  Gathering space will be 
available for formal meetings 
as well as informal community-
building initiatives

Group Kitchen
We will retain 
and use the 
learning kitchen 
designed and 
built in 2014 in 
our new space!

Housing
Former:  Only 5 of 15 residents reside in rooms with 
close access to staff support
New:  22 residents will have close access to all CMC 
services, with twelve in the main facility and ten in 
the houses across the street, instead of blocks away

Housing Office
Former:  Staff offices next 
to resident rooms lack 
privacy for confidential case 
management
New:  Separate wing for 
staff offices allows for 
confidentiality 

Housing Meeting Area
New:  Allows for separate 
meeting rooms for 
community service providers 
to meet individually with 
women

Group Spaces 
Former:  One room is used for living, dining, 
computer, activities and groups
New: Three designated spaces for library/
computer room, living/dining room, and 
group/activity room. The latter allows access for 
former residents to continue accessing group 
activities without entering private living spaces

Meeting Room
Former:  Administrative team has 
no space to welcome partners and 
supporters without displacing 
program services
New:  Adequate space to invite 
collaboration with supporters and 
partners and internal team meetings

Entry
Former:  Congested entry/
lobby area
New:  Large, open welcome 
lobby allows direct access 
to staff as well as space for 
volunteers and students to 
greet one another

Parking Lot
Former:  Limited parking is shared with Immaculate Conception Church, 
causing staff and visitors to walk from across the street 
New:  Parking available for at least 62 cars with additional on-street parking




